June 2019 PNCC Future Direction Message
Sacred Vocations: A Fruit of Family Discipleship:
As we begin Sacred Vocations Month across our Holy Church
this first weekend in June is Clergy Appreciation
Weekend. Make sure to show appreciation to your pastor and
allow that to serve as an example for those men discerning God's
call to the ordained ministry. This month our Future Direction
message Sacred Vocations: A Fruit of Family Discipleship was
prepared by Fr. Scott and Shelley Lill.
As we now approach the end of a quickly passing Easter Season and rush headlong into the summer months, it
seems that we cannot help but pause from time to time to contemplate the beauty of God’s creation now sprung
fully into life. It is right and good to do so, lifting up hearts that are grateful to God for all that he is doing right
before our eyes. This is also a most appropriate moment to glance inwardly and honestly evaluate whether the
seeds of this year’s discipleship renewal have also come to life and are beginning to bear greater fruit for the Lord
through his holy Church. While we must do this as individuals, we can and should also do this together as
parishes, Church organizations and most especially within our own families, because there is definitely such a
thing as family discipleship.
What sort of things make up family discipleship? Well…everything! Yes, everything and anything that the
family does is an expression of their discipleship. Of course, this presumes that Jesus is recognized as the most
important member of every Christian family and is invited to participate in each aspect of the family’s common
life. A few simple ways to extend the invitation to Jesus include praying together before meals--whether at home
or in a restaurant; displaying images of the Lord, his Mother (his greatest disciple) and the Saints (our discipleship
role models) in our homes and paying them special respect; praying the Rosary together each evening; and most
especially attending and participating at Holy Mass together each weekend and on Holy Days. Then, rooted in
these sources of spiritual strength, the family members together express their collective discipleship through
service to others in different ways such as volunteering at a soup kitchen, collecting items for food banks
throughout the year and helping out in charitable outreach projects within their own parish. While it is definitely
important for all of us to engage in such endeavors individually, it is a particularly beautiful and powerful witness
to Jesus when families embrace their discipleship like this together.
Another important way by which family discipleship takes shape is through encouraging vocations to the ordained
ministry. While this is naturally done when families make their relationship with Jesus of the greatest importance,
families can also actively work to help create a culture of respect for the clergy. Parents can role model the
reverence that all of us should have for our clergy and the important work that they do for our Church, by speaking
well of their bishops, priests and deacons and by extending simple gestures of appreciation to them and their own
families—we can’t forget them!—from time to time. Such family to family gestures can have a lasting impact.
Of course, prayer plays an important part in this aspect of family discipleship, as members together ask the Lord
to strengthen their clergy as they serve God by ministering in the Church. Perhaps each morning, parents can
offer “A Parents’ Prayer for their Children's Vocations” and help their children recite “A Prayer for Discerning
my Personal Vocation.” Maybe after family dinner each day, they can all pray the “A Polish National Catholic
Prayer for Vocations,” asking the Lord to provide more clergy for the Church.
Finally, parents can teach their children, from their earliest years, to
ask God daily what He wants them to be when they grow up and help
them start to imagine the ways they can live out their discipleship
with Jesus every day. Of course, every family should encourage their
men - of all ages - to discern whether the Holy Spirit might be calling
them to serve as a priest or deacon in the Church, help them to
recognize a call to the ordained ministry as a gift from God and an
admirable and worthwhile pathway to walk in this life, and offer the
loving support they need to be able to respond to the Lord’s call,

telling them just how proud they would be to have a priest or deacon
come from their family!
Clearly, affirmative responses to a call to a Sacred Vocation will
mostly come from families who are consistently striving together to
be authentic followers of the Lord Jesus. Children learn to love, value
and respect what their parents love, value and respect, heeding their
words but, even more, following their good example. During this year
when we Polish National Catholics are pursuing a renewal of our
discipleship and especially during this month of June when we pay special attention to Sacred Vocations, may
each individual family of the Church - parents and children - find one new way by which they can more fully
commit themselves to Jesus and one new way to engage their family’s unique role in promoting vocations to the
ordained ministry.
Jesus taught that “every good tree bears good fruit” (Matthew 7:17). May the families of our Polish National
Catholic Church become more like such good trees, deeply rooted in the Holy Spirit, drawing their collective life
from Jesus so that each branch will steadily grow in the ways of true discipleship and bear much fruit for God,
some of the sweetest of which are vocations to the priesthood and diaconate.
During this Sacred Vocations month may our example of discipleship inspire the men of our Holy Church to
consider God's call to the ordained ministry. Let us pray that the Lord of the Harvest may send more laborers
into His vineyard for the sake of His Holy Church.
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