
Volume 2, Issue #2, June 2013 

1 

My Dear Family Members  

and Friends of the Eastern Diocese: 

 

  

        I pray that all the people of our 

Eastern Diocese truly experienced a 

faith-filled walk through the seasons of 

Lent, Easter, and Pentecost. It was 

certainly a busy period for our parishes 

and for our diocesan family as a 

whole. Our executive committees of the 

ANS sub-central, the S.O.C.L. were 

busy along with meetings of our Youth, Liturgy commissions and the 

Diocesan Council Investigative sub-committee. 

        We also rejoiced with fellow members of the Eastern Diocese 

at the Annual Convention of the Ladies ANS at Divine Providence 

Parish in Norwich, CT., and the Clergy Conference at St. Joseph's 

Parish and at the Genesis House in Westfield, MA.  

        Articles about the convention appear in this issue of "The 

Messenger" along with write-ups on the Chrism Mass hosted by Holy 

Cross Parish in Ware, MA, and the Ordination of Father Robert 

Fredrickson to the Holy Priesthood in Webster. 

        It truly was busy time for the diocese, but the important question 

to ask is: "Did I grow in my faith during these seasons of walking with 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ?" The world is searching for the 

love of Christ. If we simply think about all the tragic circumstances 

that also presented themselves throughout our nation and the world 

over the past three months, it is clear that we are a people aching for 

God's love. Here in New England, there were few that weren't 

touched by the evil of the Boston Marathon bombing. Are we 

prepared to respond to this violent act and to other such experiences 

by offering the love of God to all those who are hurting?  
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Our Polish National Catholic Church expresses this love in a special way through the "Solemnity of Broth-

erly Love." How have we reached out with brotherly love to those who are hurting and searching in the 

communities where our parishes are located? 

        Now we are going forward as a diocesan family into the long season of Ordinary Time. It is a journey 

that is already began with the diocesan Acolyte Retreat held on June 8th at the Holy Trinity Parish in Web-

ster, MA. Then comes in rapid succession the National S.O.C.L. Commission meeting in Fall River, the 

Pastoral Installation of Father Henry Smolinski in Manchester, CT., and for many of our parish youth, an 

outing at Canobie Lake Amusement Park in New Hampshire. And that's just June. 

        The point is there is so much going on through our summer months that it will be difficult for the dio-

cese to pause for a breath. But all these activities, positive as they are, will not touch those souls who are 

desperately searching for our Lord and for the Polish National Catholic Church ... unless we individually 

reach out to them. What will you do as an individual and what will your parish do to help those who are 

searching? The resolutions set for by our diocesan Synod last Fall are a guide. By involving our youth, 

learning more about our Church and our faith, and by reaching out to and evangelizing our local communi-

ties, we bring the reality of Jesus' love to our neighbors and fellow citizens. We also open the doors of our 

churches to receive and assist those who may one day become our fellow parishioners and Church family 

members.  

        St. Paul put it this way, "...we are God’s co-workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. According to 

the grace of God given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building upon it. 

But each one must be careful how he builds upon it, for no one can lay a foundation other than the one that 

is there, namely, Jesus Christ.(1 Cor. 3: 9-11). 

        So let all of us, the Eastern Diocesan family, ground ourselves in the foundation that is Christ. It's time 

for us to invite others to the Polish National Catholic Church and build our parishes and the Body of Christ. 

        
  

Have a great Summer and God bless all ! 

  

        + Paul 

        Bishop Ordinary 
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From our parishes… 

Holy Trinity Cathedral, Manchester, NH  
  

 On Saturday May 4, Holy Trinity Cathedral, Manchester, NH, welcomed 130+ people for a Spring 

Dinner Dance. Originally planned as a Mardi Gras celebration in February, the event had to be cancelled 

when a blizzard came to town. The large number of ad-

vance tickets sold for the original date encouraged the 

committee to reschedule it for after Easter. This meant 

organizing volunteers yet again for the preparatory tasks 

of cooking, setting up the hall, selling tickets, and publi-

cizing the event. Even though it had been a long time 

since the church had hosted a dance (and that at an out-

door pavilion near the cemetery), HTC parishioners met 

the challenge with gusto, and their efforts paid off.  

 

  

 

The evening began with a delicious Polish dinner of 

pierogi, golabki, kielbasa, sauerkraut, cucumber sal-

ad, rye bread, babka, chrusciki, and apple squares, 

served and savored with plenty of smiles.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The music was provided by the Sound-A-

Bouts Orchestra from Lowell, MA. Band 

leaders are members of St. Casimir's Polish 

National Catholic Church in Lowell. The 

Sound-a-Bouts’ playlist included traditional 

polkas and obereks, along with a variety of 

other music, and young and old alike filled 

the dance floor.  

    Dinner and Dancing and Socializing went 

from 4 to 9pm and the attendees, including 

many non-parishioners, traveled from all 

around New England to take part.   

     During the band breaks, those who were new to the church were invited for a short tour of the Cathe-

dral by an enthusiastic parishioner. Many expressed an interest in coming back for similar events in the 

future. The food, fellowship, and fun made HTC’s Dinner Dance an evening to remember. 
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First Holy Communion at Holy Trinity Cathedral, Manchester, NH 

 

  

On the Sunday within the Octave of Corpus Chris-

ti, June 2nd, three young ladies received their 

First Holy Communion during Holy Mass celebrat-

ed at Holy Trinity Cathedral in Manchester, NH. 

The occasion was preceded by First Confession 

the day before.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured from left to right are Morgan Loomis, 

Carrie O'Neil and Maren O'Neil. Behind the communicants are Father Robert Fredrickson and Bishop 

Paul Sobiechowski. 

 

From our parishes… 

Northeast Seniorate Spring Worship and Events: 
 
 

The Meal in the Upper Room at Blessed Trinity Parish in Fall River, MA  
  
 The Northeast Seniorate has sponsored a combined Meal in the Upper Room Service and Corpus 

Christi celebration this spring.  The Meal in the Upper Room was hosted at Blessed Trinity Parish with 30 

participating from four parishes of the seniorate.   

 A special meal of lamb was served with readings 

from Holy Scripture, hymns and representation of 

Jesus’ words and actions during the Last Supper 

institution the Holy Eucharist.   

 

Special thanks is given to the Nemkovich family and Joanne Oliveira for their efforts in preparing the 
meal and setting the room for this special commemoration. 
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Corpus Christi celebration at Holy Cross Parish, Central Falls, RI 
  

 For the first time in more than a decade the 

parishes of the Northeast Seniorate gathered for a 

Corpus Christi celebration at Holy Cross Parish in 

Central Falls, RI.  Fr. Sr. Rob celebrated Holy Mass 

with the priests of the seniorate – Fr. Wilczek, Fr. 

Wos, Fr. Tenus and Fr. Fredrickson con-

celebrating.   Janice Dzialo served as the lector for 

the Mass, Fr. Tenus preached a beautiful sermon on 

the importance of the Eucharist in our lives and Eric 

Nemkovich offered the Intercessions.   

 
 

Bishop Paul Sobiechowski led the proces-

sion with the Most Blessed Sacrament to the 

four altar prepared in the Church.  An excel-

lent meal followed in the parish hall and grati-

tude is extended to Holy Cross Parish for 

their warm and generous hospitality. 

 

Members of the Seniorate also gathered for 

a meeting on May 4, 2013 at Blessed Trinity 

Parish in Fall River.  The next seniorate meeting will be held on September 14, 2013 in Manchester, 

NH.   A presentation on our diocesan synod recommendations will be made.  

 

 

 

Future Events:  

June 27 – Trip to Canobie Lake with  

St. Casimir’s Parish in Lowell, MA 

December 15 – Candlelight Service – Central 

Falls, RI 
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From our parishes… 

St Joseph’s of Stratford Parish, CT 
 

St Joseph’s engages with the wider Christian community 

 On May 8th 2013, St Joseph’s of Stratford Parish hosted 68th Annual Meeting of the Council of 

Churches of Greater Bridgeport. The mission of the council is to turn faith into action by enabling congrega-

tions and community partners to combine resources and expertise to provide programs that help people at 

risk meet their urgent needs: educate children, feed the poor, 

support youth and families in crisis, guide ex-offenders to pro-

ductive lives and build bridges of 

understanding between different 

religious traditions.   

 The motto of the council 

works is “leveraging hope and 

changing lives.” The meeting was 

attended by over 100 clergy and 

lay delegates. The Ladies’ Socie-

ty of St Joseph’s treated the par-

ticipants to a delicious supper in 

the parish hall.  

 The supper was followed by the official meeting and a short prayer 

service presided over by Fr. Michal Gitner. 

 

 

YOUTH MASS FOR THE INSTITUTION OF THE PNCC 

 

 The Solemnity of the Institution of the PNCC on March 10th was celebrated with a ’bang’, thanks  to 

wonderfully uplifting music provided by a Catholic music group Insight. It is Sunday morning again, and I’ve 

lost one hour of sleep due to daylight saving.  There are a million things to do before Monday, and the re-

turn to the daily grind.  Yet still the most important thing for me to do is 

go to Church with my family and friends, give thanks for all that I am 

blessed with, ask for forgiveness for all that I have neglected to appreci-

ate, and to feel the closeness of my Lord whom I love so much. 

     On this particular Sunday we are lucky to have Insight to share their tal-

ents with us. The Mass was offered as a Youth Mass.  One of the first lyrics 

that  I hear is something about having a million things to do…exactly what I 

felt when I arose this morning.  I feel the emotion rising in me, these words 

are the feelings of many, not just myself, and we are reaching out for God to 

let him know that we are glad to be here in this place with him and every-

thing else  can wait. 

                                                                                                                (cont. on  next page) 
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  The contemporary hymns that we all enjoyed on this day helped us 

feel closer to God as we sang joyfully and respectfully using language that 

felt as ordinary as our own private “conversations” with God which is more 

appealing to our youth members.  The last song of the morning was “I am a 

Friend of God” and it brought smiles to 

everyone’s faces, especially when some 

of our younger “friends” joined Father 

Michal at the front, dancing and singing! 

  

  

  

 

 Thank you to Insight for sharing their gift 

of inspirational music with St. Joseph’s.  I hope 

all of our fellow parishioners who attended, 

shared the same joy I felt as well as closeness 

to God.   

 

 

From our parishes… 

St.  Casimir's Parish in Lowell, MA 

Sharing Easter Traditions 
 

 Members of St. Casimir's ANS, Father Tenus and Sunday School teachers made a special presen-
tation to the children of the Sunday School on Palm Sunday. The topic was the traditional Polish Easter 
Basket and its contents, including a butter lamb and homemade Babka baked by Agnes Tenus. The chil-
dren sampled the Babka and practiced saying the names of the items in the basket in Polish. They also 

learned the Easter greeting 
"Wesolego Alleluja".  
    Father Tenus and Agnes also 
shared examples of items current-
ly made for Palm Sunday obser-
vances in Poland. 
 

 Phyllis Hunt explained the 
art of Pisanki to the children.. She 
brought several examples and 
demonstrated the technique. The 
children then used crayon  to make 
their own Pisanki to take home.  
The session was one of learning 
and fun. 
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Memorial Day Observance 

 
 On Monday, May 27th 
Parishioners will gather at St. 
Casimir's Cemetery in Pelham, 
NH for the Annual Memorial Ser-
vice which remembers those 
who served our country and for 
loved ones who have passed on. 
 Father Andrew Tenus will 
offer the sacrifice of Mass at the 
outdoor altar at 10 AM. The 
Chopin Choir will lead the sing-
ing. Joey, a Middle Schooler 
from Andover, MA will be a solo-

ist. He has been singing 
patriotic songs at the Me-
morial Mass since he's 
been a little boy. 
 
 Parishioners and visitors to the service will be well-
pleased by how well the cemetery grounds have been 
prepared. Robert Hunt, Robert Ferus, Jim Kosidlo and Ian 
Ford-Hunt have worked for weeks trimming, chopping, 
raking, cutting grass and pruning bushes..  
 
    Under the direction of Bob Jaracz of the Polish Ameri-
can Veterans, the youth of the parish will place American 
flags at each serviceman's grave.  
    Following the service St. Casimir's ANS will serve a 

grilled Hot Dog lunch. Hopefully people will linger and enjoy the peace, beauty and fellowship of Memorial 
Day.  
 
by JoAnn Menzia 

 

From our parishes… 

Holy Cross Parish in Ware, MA 

 

Holy Cross Parish 85th Anniversary 
 

 Holy Cross Parish, Polish National Catholic Church, observed prayerfully and thankfully her 85th anniver-

sary of organization on May 19, 2013 with a High Mass of Thanksgiving celebrated by Father Senior Fryderyk S. 

Banas, pastor, assisted by Father Robert Koerber and senior altar servers, Cassandra and Nathaniel Masse at 

11:00am. The Anniversary Word of God was preached by Father Senior Banas titled:Unto Thee we built a Tem-

ple, which for us became a treasure, Pouring gifts of faith and courage, In it is our hope forever.The Chopin Choir 

with Evelyn Mongeau, organist, offered appropriate hymns in Polish and English at the Mass.The parish was es-

tablished on April 28, 1928. A souvenir photograph of attendees was made on the steps of the church edifice. 
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 In the church hall, a pre-dinner was served with snacks and refreshments. At 1:00pm the program 
for the occasion took place with a word of welcome by Francis Trzepacz, chairman, after which Wayne 
Masse assumed the role of master of ceremonies, The American and Polish anthems were sung. Invoca-
tion was offered by Father Robert Koerber. A sumptuous dinner was served by Young Caterers.  
 Immediately after dinner, an Anniversary Program 
took place. Wayne Masse introduced the members at the 
head table, while Father Senior Banas recognized individ-
ually all guests. Recognition was given to the sons and 
daughters of the organizers of the parish at this time and 
honored with the presentation of corsages 
and boutonnieres. The 13 honored were: Theodora and 
Edwin Sojka Sr., Phyllis Uzendowski, Boleslaw 
Adamczyk, Phyllis Laska, Anthony Zawalski, Genevieve 
Jaworski, Helen Michalski, Edwin Szczepanik, Stephanie 
Podbelski, Pauline Gagnon, Daisy Benjamin and Ellen 
Mierzewski. 
 Nathaniel Masse presented the meaning of the 
Church hymn: Tyle Lat My Ci, O Panie", Through the 
Years unto Thee, O Lord, with fervor and devotion. A mo-
ment of silence followed honoring the deceased organiz-
ers and all parishioners who throughout the years were 
called to eternal life.  The principal Anniversary Mes-
sage was given by Father Randolph Calvo, pastor of the 
Holy Name of Jesus Parish, South Deerfield, which was 
most inspirational, informative and uplifting.   To have 
some diversification and also participation of all at-
tendees, all sang the favorite Polish song "Jak Szybko 
Mijaja Chwile" "How Quickly Flies Ev'ry Moment" utilizing 
all verses. This was enjoyed by all and sung with such 
great feeling of love and pride. 
 Closing remarks were given by Father Senior Fry-
deryk S. Banas, pastor, extending words of appreciation 
to the Anniversary Committee, participants in the pro-
gram, Parishioners and Friends in attendance. He mentioned that this parish is a vibrant parish whose 
members are committed to Jesus and to the principles of the Polish National Catholic Church as espoused 
by her organizer, the late Prime Bishop Francis Hodur.  The Holy Spirit guided and strengthened the found-
ing members and their pastors, so that the work of the Lord and purpose of this church might be real-
ized.  They found in this church love, compassion and understanding of our Lord Jesus Christ; they found 
in the person of Prime Bishop Francis Hodur, the answer to their spiritual, moral, patriotic, administrative 
and ethnic needs. The Polish language  in the liturgy of the church was also a contributing  factor they de-
sired and found;and very much so, religious freedom and liberty. 
 Benediction was given by Father Randolph Calvo, after which the church hymn: Tyle Lat My Ci, O 
Panie" "Through the Years Unto Thee, O Lord." was sung and ended a beautiful and holy occasion..  
 Each attendee in the festivity was presented with four favors: red ribbon bookmark with the 2nd 
verse of the church hymn, a coaster with gold imprint of the church, souvenir booklet and a treasure chest 
with two chocolates: one with a Polish flag and the other with the 85 on it. 
 
 

The Committee of the Holy Cross Parish 85th Anniversary: Francis Trzepacz, Lisa 
Koss, Evelyn Mongeau, Frank Moryl Jr., Patricia Bradley, Phyllis Laska, David Czech, Eu-
gene Kulas, Gerry Skaza, Paul Laska and Nancy Plankey . 
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From our parishes… 

Divine Providence Parish, Norwich, CT 

SHINING STARS 
The youth band Jutrzenka of the Divine Providence Parish is growing further with its accomplish-

ments.  ‘Jutrzenka’ is the Polish word for morning-star, the star that shines first in the dark sky after the 

long night; an uplifting, hopeful sign for the coming of the bright sun.  It is the star of tomorrow, and so are 

the children. Organizer Wendy Barrett and the children of the Divine Providence Parish in Norwich, CT cre-

ated the youth band ‘Jutrzenka’, making it a part of your future too.  It’s a fun, exciting, and uplifting experi-

ence and wonderful way to praise God because singing and making music is like praying five times.  ‘Sing 

aloud to God our strength; shout out for joy to the God of Jacob!  Raise a song, sound the timbrel, the 

sweet lyre with the harp.  Blow the trumpet at the new moon, at the full moon, on our feast day’ (Psalm 81) 

            The hard working and confident group was ready for their first performance on July 29, 2012 

for Sunday Mass at the Divine Providence Church.  They continued their progress playing gospel and tradi-

tional songs during Communion every Sunday and for Contemporary Masses, joined by the children from 

SOCL.  Soon they were invited to play for suppers, the music workshop lead by Karen Sobiechowski, and 

more recently, the 62nd Annual ANS Convention, all of which were held in the Divine Providence Parish. 

This April, the Parish has decided to make every third Sunday of the month a Youth Mass where 

‘Jutrzenka’ would be responsible for the hymns and responses.  Both Youth Masses, on April 21 and May 

19, were successful. 

            The band members are Ysabelle (vocal/violin), Maya (vocal/piano), Natalie (piano), Nick (drums), 

Jessica (saxophone), William (bass guitar), Mike (electric guitar), Dominic (electric guitar), and David 

(acoustic guitar).  With director Wendy Barrett, they get together every Saturday morning for rehearsal.  In 

addition, they also take private class on a weekly basis.  Their binders are filled with the best songs and a 

large variety of choices.  ‘Jutrzenka’ continues to fill the Church with music, smiles, and uplifting praise.   
 

 by Natalie Chmielewska  
 

From our parishes… 

St. Valentine’s Parish, Northampton, MA 

Rev. Adam Czarnecki, Installed as Pastor of St. Valentine’s Parish 
  

 March 2, 2013 was a glorious day for the parishioners and friends of St. Valentine’s Parish, Northamp-

ton, MA.  It was the day Rev. Adam Czarnecki was installed as Pastor of St. Valentine’s Parish.  St. Valen-

tine’s Parish was without a resident pastor for approximately 16 years.  Our spiritual needs were satisfied with 

visiting priests, namely, Very Rev. Joseph Soltysiak of Westfield, MA and Rev. Randy Calvo of South Deer-

field, MA. The installation and Holy Mass began at 3:00 p.m. followed by a catered dinner and short program in 

the Parish Hall.  Fr. Sr. Soltysiak installed Fr. Adam.  There were approximately 100 people in attendance for 

this beautiful service including the following clergy of the Polish National Catholic Church:  Bishop Paul 

Sobiechowski, Very Rev. Fryderyk Banas, Rev. Randy Calvo, Rev. Pawel Dudek, Rev. Robert Fredrickson, 

Rev. Pawel Lukaszewicz, Rev. Henry Smolinski, Rev. Andrzej Tenus and Rev. Mr. Robert Shovah  
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 Also, clergy from other denominations of the local community included:  Rev. Bruce Arbour, Christ 

United Methodist Church and Rev. William Imes, Edwards Church of the United Church of Christ. 

  Father Adam and his wife Danuta came to us from 

Good Shepherd Parish in Amsterdam, NY.  They have 

two sons, Rafael and Marek. Father Adam and Danuta 

are warm and wonderful people.  They are an excellent 

fit for the Parish.  Since Father Adam’s arrival in June, 

2012, there have been many more spiritual, learning and 

social events and he has many more planned for the fu-

ture.  The parishioners are very pleased with Fr. Adam 

and we look forward to Fr. Adam being our spiritual lead-

er for many years to come.  
    

   

 by Christine Newman  

 

“MEAL IN THE UPPER ROOM” 

 On Passion Sunday, March 17, 2013, 4 p.m., the Meal in the Upper Room a re-enactment of the 

Last Supper was held in our Parish. The service began with the call to worship in the Church by our Pastor, 

Rev. Czarnecki and then everyone in attendance proceeded quietly to the Parish Hall to partake in the 

meal.  The Passover Candles were 

lighted; some of those prayers, while 

eating a very simple meal of lamb 

stew, fruit, nuts, honey, horseradish 

and parsley.  Hymns were also sung- 

“Come unto Jesus”, “Do You Really 

Love Me?” and “Abide with Me ‘Tis 

Eventide”. At the end of the meal, a 

loaf of bread was passed around the 

table and each person broke off a 

piece of bread, dipped it in wine for 

the “Institution of the Holy Eucharist”.  

This re-enactment of the Last Supper was a very moving experience. Thirty people from the seven parish-

es of the Central Seniorate participated including Very Rev. Joseph Soltysiak, Very Rev. Fryderyk Banas, 

Rev. Adam Czarnecki, Rev. Randy Calvo, Rev. Henry Smolinski, and Rev. Pawel Lukaszewicz. The Meal 

in the Upper Room” rotates between the seven parishes in the Central Seniorate.  

St. Valentine’s Parish will host it again in 2020.  

SPRING CONCERT 

 
 St. Valentine’s Parish, Northampton hosted its second concert entitled:  “Songs of Inspiration” featur-

ing two very talented and well known individuals in our community ---Lisa Woods, Mezzo-Soprano and Jer-

ry Noble, Pianist on Sunday, April 7, 2013 at 3:00 p.m.  Lisa is a soloist in opera, oratorio and recital with 

hundreds of performances to her credit throughout the Pioneer Valley and beyond.   
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 She is a featured soloist with the Greater Worcester Opera Com-

pany along with many other groups.  Jerry is a composer/pianist; his 

compositions and arrangements include vocal, choral, chamber 

and orchestral music and he has been commissioned by the 

Springfield Symphony Orchestra as well as many other choral 

groups. 

 The two hour concert was attended by many members of 

the local community.  The first half of the concert included some 

amazing arrangements of spirituals (some arranged by Mr. No-

ble), hymns, Easter selections such as Were You There, The Holy 

City, How Great Thou Art, Blessed Assurance.  Some of the selec-

tions performed in the second half included:  Clap Yo’ Hands, He’s got the whole 

world in His Hands, Swing Low Sweet Chariot, Hallelujah.   It was an afternoon of great music and fellow-

ship. 

 Just a note --- Lisa and Jerry will again perform on Sunday, August 25th at 3 p.m. at St. Valentine’s 

Parish along with jazz clarinetist, Bob Sparkman and vocalist soprano, Teri LaFleur as they pay tribute to 

the “American Songbook” with some of our favorite selections “Over the Rainbow” and “I Got Rhythm” to 

“Sleepin’ Bee” and “Singing in the Rain”.  

 

 

Zapusty Celebration 
 

 On February 12, 2013, the eve of Ash Wednesday, a Zapusty celebration took place in our Parish Hall. Zapusty 

is a celebration similar to “Mardi Gras”. There were 30 people in attendance from the Northampton area 

communities including Turners Falls, South Deerfield and Greenfield. It was an evening of fun, great food, 

dancing and fellowship. It was a 

potluck event - there were pączki, 

chruściki, prepared by Danuta 

and Krysia respectively, kiełbasa 

and many other delicious pastries 

prepared and brought by the 

many in attendance.  
 

 Our volunteer (CD) disc 

jockey played polkas, obereks, 

and waltzes for our dancing pleas-

ure. One of the highlights of the 

evening was Father Adam and Da-

nuta leading the dancers for the 

“Chicken Dance”. Everyone had a 

great time and we are looking for-

ward to next year’s celebration.  
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Diocesan Events and Programs: 

CONDITIONAL ORDINATION OF FR. ROBERT FREDRICKSON, WEBSTER, MA 

 On April 20, 2013, a Mass of Ordination was held at Holy Trinity Par-

ish, Webster, MA, where Robert Fredrickson was conditionally ordained to 

the order of Presbyter. During the Holy Mass, which began at noon, Fr. 

Fredrickson received all Holy Orders (Tonsure, Minor Orders, Subdeacon, 

Deacon, and Priesthood). The Mass was celebrated by Bishop Paul 

Sobiechowski. 

The ceremony was 

attended by our Prime 

Bishop Anthony Mikov-

sky, Prime Bishop Emer-

itus John F. Swantek, 

clergy and faithful of the 

Eastern Diocese, the 

family of Fr. Fredrickson, 

including his wife Julie 

and their two daughters 

Amy and Stacy, and many relatives. After the beautiful celebration and spe-

cial benediction given by the newly ordained priest,  all in attendance were served a luncheon, prepared 

by the parishioners of Holy Trinity Parish.  Fr. Fredrickson is currently serving under the Bishop Ordi-

nary at Holy Trinity Cathedral, Manchester, NH.  On July 1st, he will be assigned as Administrator of Ho-

ly Trinity Parish, Webster, MA. We wish Fr. Robert all the best and God's blessings in his pastoral work 

in the diocese. God bless you Father Robert! 

       by Fr. Henryk Wos 

 

MASS OF HOLY CHRISM, WARE, MA 

 On Holy Tuesday, March 26, 2013, the Mass 
of Holy Chrism of the Eastern Diocese of the Polish 
National Catholic Church was held at Holy Cross Par-
ish, Ware, MA. The Mass, with the blessing of the Ho-
ly Oils, was celebrated by Diocesan Bishop Paul 
Sobiechowski, together with the Clergy of the Eastern 
Diocese.  

 The beautiful music for the Mass was orga-
nized by Mrs. Karen Sobiechowski, who also accom-
panied the United Choir of the Eastern Diocese. The 
ceremony was followed by a dinner, which was pre-
pared by the parishioners of Holy Cross Parish. Dur-
ing dinner, Fr. Sr. Fryderyk Banas thanked all for 
common prayer. The ceremony gathered about 75 faithful of the Eastern Diocese. 

by Fr. Henryk Wos 
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EASTERN DIOCESE UNITED WOMEN'S SOCIETIES FOR THE ADORATION  

OF THE MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT - 62ND CONVENTION 
 

 The 62nd Annual Convention of the United Women's Societies for the Adoration of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament was held on Saturday May 18, 2013, hosted by the sisters of Divine Providence Parish, Nor-
wich Ct. holy Mass was con-celebrated by the Right Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, diocesan bishop assisted by 
priests of the diocese. The sermon was preached by the Very Rev. Joseph Soltysiak, pastor of St. Joseph 
Parish, Westfield,MA, chaplain. 
 The meeting was called to order by President JoAnn Menzia who asked Bishop Sobiechowski to 
give the invocation. Greetings were extended by local ANS president Gayle Hansley. President Menzia in-
troduced those pastors present as well as President Cindy Whitehead National President of the United 
Women's Societies for the Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
Treasurer Sally Watson gave the Mandate report. Present were 1 bishop, 9 priests, 14 executive board 
members, 17 delegates and 10 guests, for a total of 51 people present representing 13 parishes. Record-
ing Secretary Janice Klimczak then conducted the Roll Call after which Bishop Sobiechowski administered 
the Oath of Office to delegates. 
 President JoAnn Menzia spoke of how we can fulfill our church resolutions. she spoke of those 
women who have given many years of service to the Eastern Diocese ANS, especially Emilia DeVore who 
has given fifty years. Because of recent hip surgery, Emilia could not be with us but JoAnn presented a 
bouquet of roses to Phyllis Piecuch to bring back to Emilia. JoAnn spoke of two parishes in which the ANS 
has been reorganized. Northampton, Ma and Manchester, CT. 
 Delegates-,from St. Casimir's ANS Lowell, MA passed out prayer rocks which had been made by 
those sisters and asked all to pray for those sisters who have passed away in the past year as well as for 
the health of those sisters who are ill.  
Vice-president Marilyn Folcik spoke about reviewing the by-laws as were requested at the last convention. 
She presented suggested changes to the job descriptions of officers.  
 During lunch we were entertained by the Morningstar Band, a group of talented parish children who play 
instruments and sing hymns. Father Senior Robert Nemkovich presented an interesting talk on the history of the 
church, utilizing the newest booklet produced by the School of Christian Living Commission. Father Calvo spoke 
of the Youth Retreat to be held the third week of August at Camp Howe in Goshen, MA. A motion to donate 
$600 to defray expenses was made by Dorothy Stahelski, seconded by Peg Kostiuk and passed. Father Calvo 
gave a presentation on the hymns of the church written by Bishop Hodur and provided the background for Bish-
op's choice of words and the strident and energetic melodies he chose. Bishop Hodur wished to make the lives 
of his people better and in his music, spoke of the perfect wisdom and love of a creative God.  
 Wanda Mercier, past president of the ANS, spoke of serving and sharing. She suggested we expand on 
what is available (POLKA, Rola Boza) and reminded us that the rewards of serving are great. She also suggest-
ed we consider thinking about lack of reverence in church, loud talking, consistency in the Mass, discussing how 
and why things are done.  
 Cindy Whitehead, National Board President was Introduced to say a few words. She told us she was 
there to assist us and to collect ideas of all dioceses and then disseminate them throughout the church. She sug-
gested that being a National Retreat is becoming more difficult to organize and present because of distances be-
tween parishes, it might be a good idea for each diocese to work on a retreat program to put on in that diocese 
and share the program idea with other dioceses.  
The basket raffle brought in $356. A motion was made to donate half the proceeds to the hospice program in 
Norwich.  
 The 2014 Convention will be held in Our Saviour's Parish, Woonsocket, RI. The 2015 Convention will be 
held in Holy Rosary Parish, Chicopee, MA.  
Bishop Sobiechowski made closing remarks and pronounced the benediction. Motion to adjourn was at 4:30pm.  
 
by Janice Klimczak  
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EASTERN DIOCESE SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN LIVING SEMINAR 2013 
 

The Eastern Diocese School of Christian Living Seminar will be held on Saturday, September 
21, 2013 at Holy Name of Jesus Church in South Deerfield, Massachusetts.  The theme of this year’s 
Seminar is Engaging Our Youth through Faith.  Our day together will begin with a Prayer Service led by Bp. 
Paul Sobiechowski at 10:000am.  Fr. Sen. Joseph Krusienski, SOCL chaplain, will offer the homily.  A con-
tinental breakfast will follow and then Chris Piekarski, SOCL Board Chairperson, will formally open the 
Seminar.  After receiving reports from the current officers, we then need to elect officers for the up-coming 
two-year term.  The current Synod mandate is to work at every level in our diocese to increase youth in-
volvement.  Our SOCL programs are a bedrock of youth formation.  We all realize how essential a produc-
tive and engaging Christian education program is for our youth, but will you help by becoming an active 
member of our SOCL Board?   

At approximately 11:15am Mrs. Marty Barrett will offer our keynote address.  Mrs. Barrett has 
worked as an elementary school principal in the town of Sunderland, Massachusetts.  From there she 
moved on to become the principal of the Frontier Regional School, which is a Middle and High School for 
the communities of Conway, Deerfield, Sunderland and Whately, Massachusetts.  In September 2013, Mrs. 
Barrett will move on to a new position in the field of education when she assumes of the position of Super-
intendent of schools for Union 38, which encompasses the towns served by the Frontier Regional School.  
 Mrs. Barrett will be addressing the near universal problem of how to keep adolescents interested 
and involved in education.  Her lessons from a lifetime in the education profession are easily transferable to 
our situations in the SOCL classroom.  I think each of our parishes has encountered the problem of 
“Confirmation-graduation.”  This keynote address should, therefore, be pertinent in each of our churches. 

After lunch, the first of our afternoon sessions will be offered by Mr. Kevin Murphy.  He is the tech-
nology teacher at Frontier High School and an integration specialist.  He has a Master’s Degree in instruc-
tional technology and is the Communications Committee Chairman of the Massachusetts Computer Using 
Educators group.  Mr. Murphy will speak to us about how to adapt one of the technology tools that our stu-
dents are all acquainted with and which is almost an appendage to their bodies.  I speak of their cell 
phones.  This then requires no parish expenditure on equipment.  It involves the students in learning 
through a medium that they are probably more comfortable with than books and white boards.  This is an 
avenue we have to go down to better engage our SOCL students, and this is a perfect place to begin that 
journey. 

Our second afternoon session will be offered by Dr. Shirley Mietlicki-Floyd, who is a member of the 
National SOCL Commission.  They have recently published a small book on the historical highlights of our 
church denomination.  Another of the Synod’s mandated priorities is to help our members become more 
aware of our history.  Ours is an inspirational story of a progressive, Catholic church.  We need to get our 
story out of the shadows and into the light.  The work that Shirley will be sharing with us is a great oppor-
tunity to do just this.  The books are inexpensive and easily available.  We just need to be aware that they 
are out there and how best to use them. 

The third and final afternoon session will be presented by Barbara Stahelski.  Barbara is an energet-
ic SOCL teacher who has shared her work at several other SOCL gatherings.  Her work with the Children’s 
Bible is even being considered for use by the national church.  Hers will be an activity session.  She will 
show us projects that can be done by the students to reinforce their lessons, and the benefit of an activity is 
that it keeps the class moving.  We all know that after an hour in church SOCL classes can be a bit long for 
our young people.  Activities help lengthen their Sunday morning attention span. 

After a brief closing session, we hope to send you on your way home by 4PM, but with a lot of pow-
erful ideas and tools for the new academic year.  These Seminars are not limited to SOCL teachers.  We 
hope that every pastor and every teacher will attend, but we also encourage any interested parishioner to 
participate as well.  Registration information is provided below.   

 

Looking forward to being with you in September, 
  The SOCL Board of the Eastern Diocese 

by Fr. Randolph Calvo 
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EASTERN DIOCESE DEACON PROGRAM  
 

 Have you felt a tugging at your heart to do more for the Lord?  Maybe it 
happens while you attend Holy Mass, or while you listen to a sermon, or when you 
see there is more to do in His name than you are able to do right now.  If you feel 
such a tugging, but are quite sure it isn’t for the priesthood, then maybe you 
should consider becoming a deacon in our church. 

 If you are a male and at least 21 years old and a member of the Polish National Catholic Church for 
at least five years, you may apply for enrollment in the Deacon Program of the Eastern Diocese.  Of 
course, there are other qualifications.  Ask the pastor for a list of the qualifications and a handbook about 
the Deacon Program. 

*  *  *  *  * 

 Many men watch their priests and sometimes see themselves at God’s altar, or proclaiming the Gos-
pel, or sharing Christian love with the parish children, the elderly and the troubled.  They may imagine 
themselves doing much of what a priest does, but not feel a calling to the priesthood. 

 Men can now do more than watch and wonder.  Applications are now being 
received for the new Deacon Program in the Eastern Diocese.  Men may now pur-
sue that calling for assisting the priest in serving God and His people.  Ask the pas-
tor for a copy of the deacon program handbook and an application with all of the re-
quirements. 

*  *  *  *  * 

 The telephone doesn’t suddenly ring and a voice isn’t heard, but the calling of 
the Lord for men to serve Him and His people is real.  It happens in different ways 
with different men:  A tugging at one’s heart or mind, the mental picture of seeing 
oneself doing some of the things a priest does, the heartfelt compliments received 
for one’s participation in the worship or religious work of the parish, one’s frequent 

hearing of encouragement to join the ranks of the clergy, the awareness of a deep internal joy or a strong 
sense of inner peace whenever one does what Jesus would do for others. 

 If you are such a man and have been in the PNCC for five years or more, who is between the ages 
of 21 and never too old to learn and work, then the time may have finally come for you to consider becom-
ing a deacon in the church.  Talk to the pastor and ask him for a handbook on the Deacon Program in our 
Church.  Also him ask for an application with all of the requirements and qualifications for the Deacon Pro-
gram. 

*  *  *  *  * 

 As a boy, have you ever thought about becoming a priest?  As you think back to that time, do you 
now wish there was a way to serve the Lord and His people in a similar way, but not as a priest?  Then the 
Deacon Program of our PNCC may be where the Lord is leading you. 

 To become a priest, a man must take time off from his job or take time away from his family or his 
home for three years to go to the seminary.  To become a deacon, he can still work at his job, live with his 
family, continue to stay in his own home.  To help you find out where the Lord is leading you, ask your pas-
tor for the Deacon Program handbook, application and qualifications.  It could be that the Lord is leading 
you into the diaconate. 
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Young men or retired men, white-collared or blue-collared males, the family man or the single guy, 
Jesus reaches out to everybody and looks for a certain few to follow Him in a life of ministry that is quite 
different from other ways to follow Him.  However, His call to follow Him does not need to result in a “full-
time job” as a priest.  A man can join the ranks of the clergy as a deacon and serve God and the Church 
through “part-time” service.  And now, one does not need to leave home or family or job in order to go “full 
time” to a seminary to become a deacon. 

 Applications for enrollment in the Deacon Program of the Eastern Diocese are being accepted.  Se-
mesters are six-months long and much of the teaching is done through supervised independent study, vid-
eo and audiotape instruction, required reading and writing assignments, and a flexible schedule of class-
room instruction and hands-on training.  For more information, ask your pastor for a handbook, application 
and qualifications. 

*  *  *  *  * 

 It’s five steps for a man, one major leap in a man’s walk with the Lord Jesus Christ.  That is, there 
are five minor orders, then the first major order of Christ’s holy priesthood that a man may receive when he 
is enrolled in the Deacon Program of our PNCC. 

   Men may study and train to become deacons.  At the end of each six-
month semester, which consists of academic and practical education for an 
average of four hours a week, men may progress from Porter to Reader to 
Blesser to Acolyte to Subdeacon and finally Deacon. 

   Ask the pastor for a handbook on the Deacon Program.  He also has a 
list of qualifications and an application.   

*  *  *  *  * 

    They were ordinary men, the first men who were ordained by the Apos-
tles as deacons.  Through Christ, men like Stephen---the first Christian to 
die because of his faith---became extraordinary men when they became 
deacons. 

 Jesus Christ---Who is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow as 
we read in God’s Word---does the same for us today.  Those who are called by Christ can step out of the 
pews and into the sanctuary to preach, or take from the church the Body of Christ 
to the sick in hospitals and nursing homes, or bring in babies or adult converts to 
baptize. 

 Those are the sacramental functions by which Christ empowers deacons as 
they bring Christ to those to whom our priests need help in reaching or ministering.  
For more information on what deacons can do and how men can become deacons, 
see the pastor. 

*  *  *  *  * 

 Young fella, as you sit in church and look around, do you see a need for help in bringing many more 
to Christ at the altar?  Husbands and fathers, as you listen to other parish members, do you hear a longing 
for things that only God can provide?  Grandfathers and uncles, as you come and go every Sunday, do you 
remember people who did the same and are no longer able? 

 Do you feel that the Lord is reaching out to you to do something more in His name for the other pa-
rishioners?  Maybe you should consider becoming a deacon.  Ask the pastor about the Deacon Program. 
The Lord uses deacons as well as priests to minister to people. 

Talk to your Pastor for more information or e-mail: 
RobNem21@aol.com 
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EASTERN DIOCESE YOUTH RETREAT, CAMP HOWE IN GOSHEN, MA 
 
Dear Pastors, Parishes and Youth of the Eastern Diocese: 
  

 It is time to begin planning for Youth Re-
treat 2013 – the 40th annual Youth Retreat of our 
Eastern Diocese.  This retreat will be held from Sun-
day, August 18 through Thursday, August 22, 2013 at 
Camp Howe in Goshen, Massachusetts.   

The theme of our retreat this year is “Through the Years”.  We have planned an exciting week of wor-
ship, prayer, learning, recreational activities, a bonn fire and a more. 

  

The retreat is open to diocesan youth ages 8 – 17.  The cost per par-
ticipant is just $130.00.  The deadline for registration is July 1, 2013 
and a $50.00 late fee will be applied after that date.  

 This being our 40th Annual Retreat – we have planned a special 
Eastern Diocese Youth Retreat participant Alumni/Reunion night for 
Sunday – August 18, 2013.  Please find an additional flier to promote 
this reunion of past retreat participants. 

If you have any questions about our Youth Retreat, please do not 

hesitate to call me at (508) 672-4854, or email me at Robnem21@aol.com. I thank you in advance 

for your support of your diocesan youth retreat and your encouragement for the youth of your parish to 
attend.  May God continue to bless you and your parish . 

  
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Fr. Sr. Rob Nemkovich 
Youth Chaplain 

   
 

THE WORSHIP SERVICE AT CATHEDRAL OF THE PINES IN RINDGE, NH  

 The Annual Worship Service at Cathedral of the Pines in Rindge, NH will take place on Sunday, July 

7, 2013 at 4:00 PM.  This year's theme is Honoring First Respond-

ers, with a special focus on the Sandy Hook School massacre in 

Newtown, CT and the Boston Marathon bombings.  The prayer ser-

vice will be presided over by our bishop, the Rt. Rev. Paul 

Sobiechowski with Father Robert Fredrickson as homilist.  Karen 

Sobiechowski will be playing the organ. 

 Following the service, a repast will take place at Four Star 

Catering, located on Route 202 in Rindge, NH.  The "Chicken De-

light" barbecue is free to clergy of the diocese and their children and 

wives.  Others participating should be prepared for $17.25 per per-

son, gratuity included.  Please notify Father Senior Joseph Soltysiak 

at St. Joseph's Parish, 73 Main Street, Westfield, MA 01085 with 

your checks by Monday, July 1, 2013 in order that a count for the 

meal may be made.  You can also email Fr. Sr. Soltysiak at Soltysiak@comcast.net for more information. 

mailto:Soltysiak@comcast.net
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DISTRICT 3 PNU – NEW ENGLAND — 2013 CHILDREN’S DAY  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday – July 27, 2013  

Pawtucket Red Sox vs. Lehigh Valley Iron Pigs  

McCoy Stadium – Pawtucket, Rhode Island  

3:30 P.M. – Tail Gate Party at Holy Cross Parish in Central Falls, RI  

(with hot dogs, hamburgers, kielbasa, chips & soda provided)  

6:05 P.M. – Game begins  

PNU District 3 Youth are free of charge  
 

    Adults and non-Spojnia members = $10.00 per person A limited number of tickets are available on a first come 

first serve basis. For additional information and/or reservations please contact either:  

 Fr. Sr. Rob Nemkovich, 37 Winthrop Street, Fall River, MA 02721, (508) 672-4854, 

Robnem21@aol.com,  

 or Maryann Zarek , 363 Lindsey Street, Attleboro, MA 02703, (508) 226-1615, mzarek@verizon.net  

 

                             

             TRIP TO CANOBIE LAKE PARK 

 
 On June 27th (Rain Date July 18th) the parishes of the 

Northeast Seniorate of the Eastern Diocese will join  the 

youth of St. Casimir’s Parish, Lowell, MA on their trip to 

Canobie Lake Park, lo-

cated in Salem, NH.  

The park features 

over 50 rides, including 

roller coasters, a log flume, hand-

painted antique carousel, steam 

train, over a dozen kiddie rides, a 

variety of foods, games, arcades, 

live entertainment, fireworks, and 

more!  

WE WILL MEET AT THE FRONT GATE AT 10AM on JUNE 27th 
 

TICKETS ARE $25 each. (to be paid in advance or on the day of the event) 
 

For additional information and/or reservations, please contact to: rquirbach@comcast.net 

Or call: Diane Quirbach at 603-672-5649, or  Rachel Quirbach at 603-801-6784. 

mailto:rquirbach@comcast.net
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On a National Level… 

THIRTEENTH ANNUAL MISSION AND EVANGELISM WORKSHOP 

 

 Sixty participants, clergy and lay people, recently attended  the PNCC’s Thirteenth Annual Mission 

Workshop hosted on April 12 -14 , 2013.  Mission-minded people from four  dioceses  gathered at St. 

Stanislaus Cathedral in Scranton, PA, to consider practical ways of demonstrating the love of Jesus.  The 
workshop officially began with Holy Mass, celebrated by Rt. Rev. Bernard Nowicki, Bishop Ordinary of the 
Central Diocese. The homilist for this mass was the Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, Prime Bishop of the 
PNCC. Music for this liturgy and for Sunday mass was provided by the Cathedral Chorale, ably led by their  
organist  Anthony and cantor/director Barbara Nowicki.   

 After Mass and dinner, Rev. Raymond Drada, Chairperson of the Mission and Evangelism Com-
mission, welcomed participants and introduced  Rt. Rev. Stanley Bilinski, Bishop Ordinary of the Western 
Diocese, who led participants in some fun-filled and challenging ice-breaking activities. Saturday’s activi-
ties began at shortly after  8 AM with a continental breakfast at the Youth Center, followed  by  Morning 
Prayer.  In the first session of the day, Ron DeLuca encouraged us to put our faith into action, stating that 
“the truth of our salvation, expressed through our work, survives because of our struggles.”  He empha-
sized that the life of faith, enriched by the Holy Spirit, is a journey in which we are participants, not specta-
tors. Bishop Bernard Nowicki spoke next about the variety of people with whom Jesus interacted during 
His life and ministry. Many of His encounters with people took place outside a religious setting, and  He 
missed no opportunity to speak to them about their relationship with God. Jesus is our “template for out-
reach;” like Him, we may find it necessary to teach, lead, guide, correct, or show compassion, depending 
on the circumstances of the people we meet. Bishop assured us that we don’t need any “agenda”. Jesus is 

the message, and if we bring people to Him, He will take care of the rest . 

 For  the final session of the morning, Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky addressed us and elaborat-
ed on the Eleven Great Principles of the PNCC as an expression of our faith. In this document, Bishop 
Hodur  reinforced the idea of human dignity, as all people are made in the image of God. We took a break 
for lunch and reconvened with a session led by Bruce and Barbara Bogzevitz, called “Faith and the 
Family.” They highlighted the many challenges facing families today in a world which has become more 
secular, and they stressed the importance of faith and worship in strengthening  the family and socie-
ty. Katie Rencewicz presented “Broken Pieces of Beauty,” and addressed the reality of many in the 18-35 
age group leaving the church. Some of the reasons given for their departure (in their own words): not 
enough people my age, church is too early, no one wants to change, I don’t fit into any of the groups,  I’m 
not needed as a participant or leader, I can’t connect with anyone. Katie urged us to overcome the “generation 

gap” by being better listeners, less quick to speak and judge. We must give young people the room they need to grow 
and consistently lift them in prayer. By exhibiting the joy, grace, love, hope, and peace of Christ, we have the opportuni-

ty to be “a bridge” to Christ, rather than to be “dynamite,” causing young people to be hurt and to scatter. 

Very Rev. Rick and Karen Seiler presented a session called “Keeping Holy the Sabbath for You and Your Chil-
dren.” This means more than simply attending Mass each weekend, although that is an important piece. We were 
challenged to define what this meant for each of us and to describe how our lives were lived differently from the lives of 
non-believers. Key concepts of the Sabbath include rest, worship, family and community. Areas of concern included 
children who are over-scheduled, sleep-deprived, and engaged in too  many activities involving electronics; and  de-
creased interaction between parents and children within the family.  Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, Bishop Ordinary of 
the Eastern Diocese, spoke to us next about various ministries in the church and a pastoral approach in outreach. He 
presented several short and humorous videos about the ministry of greeters, which involves hospitality. The greeter is 
the first contact that some people have with our churches, and it is important that those who welcome visitors (and reg-

ular attendees)  take their work seriously. It is, indeed, a ministry, and, as such, requires preparation.  

(cont. on next page). 
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  The final two sessions of the day focused on “Contemporary Expression, Channels of Communication, So-
cial Media/Internet.”  Deacon Jim Konicki, who has much experience in hosting church websites, spoke of the ap-
propriate and inappropriate uses of social media in communicating with others about our church. Technology is neither 
miraculous nor a single solution to all our problems, but it is an important tool in communicating with members, the 
homebound and distant, and seekers. Above 
all, it is a vehicle for witness to Christ.  
Deacon Jim summarized the “do’s” and 

“don’t’s” for church websites. 

 In short, “a church website works well 
when it informs, connects people to com-
munity, increases engagement of people 
in community, and reflects who you are as 

a congregation. When these things happen 
the website serves its purpose.” [Justin Wise, 
Four Common Church Website Mistakes 
(and how to fix them)]. Deacon Jim gave 

many helpful steps that congregations can 
take to get a website up and running and 
positive ways to maintain it, along with a 

number of resources for further information  

 Fred Aebli, host of the PNCC website and a college professor, continued along the theme of “Contemporary 
Expression...” but moved in another direction, illustrating the preeminent role of social media and technology in the lives 
of many young people. He showed a video, “A Vision of Students Today” which was put together a few years ago by 
Michael Wesch and 200 students at Kansas State University. This made clearer the cultural divide between the current 
generation of students and those of us who are older. We in the church  need to be aware of their interests, preferred 
methods of learning, and the challenges facing them in a rapidly changing world  in order to better understand them 

and reach out in meaningful ways with the love of Christ . 

 On Sunday, we gathered for morning prayer and Holy Mass, with Prime Bishop Mikovsky as celebrant and 
homilist. Following a continental breakfast at the Youth Center and a short session and final blessing, we were sent on 
our way with many helpful tools for sharing the message of Jesus in our own communities. In 2014, the Mission Work-
shop will take place in the Eastern Diocese, hosted by Our Saviour PNCC in Woonsocket, RI. It is my prayer that 
many more Polish National Catholics will attend and catch a vision for what God wants to accomplish in us, for His glo-

ry, and the building of His Kingdom. All things are possible as we let His love shine in our lives. 

 

TOUR TO POLAND 

 

 THE EDUCATION AND YOUTH COMMISSION of the POLISH NATION-
AL UNION is planning a tour to Poland. The trip will coincide with the 50th An-
niversary of the Parish in Zarki, Poland, the hometown of Bishop Hodur. Plans 
have been made with a travel agent to fly from Newark, NJ to Krakow 
on September 18th, with a return to Newark on September 25th. 
 While in Poland: Sightseeing in Zakopane, Wieliczka salt mine, the Royal 
Castle on Wawel Hill, Auschwitz, scenic rafting trip on the Dunajec River, and 
participation in the 50th Anniversary Celebration of the parish in Zarki 
(September 21st).The cost of $2,550.00 per person includes: Accommodations 
in hotels specified, two meals daily as specified, transfers on arrival and depar-
ture, air conditioned coach, sightseeing tours with local guides, English speaking 
tour escort throughout, baggage handling one piece per person, entrance fees to all sites specified in the 
tour program, hotel taxes and fees. Bus transportation to Newark is available at additional cost. RESERVA-
TION DEADLINE - June 10, 2013 
For further information, please contact Carol Mikovsky at 570-344-0916.  
Click below for trip details:  http://www.pncc.org/?event=trip-to-poland-sponsored-by-pnu-education-youth-commission 

tel:570-344-0916
http://www.pncc.org/?event=trip-to-poland-sponsored-by-pnu-education-youth-commission
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From the Diocesan Chancery 
 

The Bishop is asking that a special collection be taken in all parishes of the diocese on Sunday , June 

30, 2013, to assist in relief efforts following the Boston Marathon Bombing. This collection should be 

send immediately to the diocesan treasurer. These offerings will be combined with an offering to be tak-

en at our Cathedral of the Pines Service and all the funds will be sent by the diocese to "The One Fund 

Boston." 

On April 20, 2013 at a Mass of Ordination in Holy Trinity Church, Webster, MA., Robert Fredrickson was 

conditionally ordained to the order of Presbyter. He is currently serving under the Bishop Ordinary at 

Holy Trinity Cathedral, Manchester, CT., thru June 30th. On July 1st he will be assigned as Administra-

tor of Holy Trinity Parish, Webster, MA. 

Mr. Tom Walsh of ST. John the Baptist Parish in Manchester, CT. has been accepted into a diocesan 

program of studies with the hope of eventual ordination into the Holy Priesthood of the Polish National 

Catholic Church 

On Saturday, June 22, 2013 at 1:00 AM Father Henry Smolinski will be installed as Pastor of St. John 

the Baptist Parish in Manchester, CT. by Very Rev. Joseph Krusienski, Administrative Senior of the 

Southwest Seniorate. A Mass of Installation will take place and a reception will follow in the parish hall. 

At the June 1st meeting of the Diocesan Council the following monetary decisions were made: 

1. It was decided that the diocese would take over the outstanding loan made by the General Church to 

Holy Cross Parish in Enfield, CT. The diocese will immediately begin the process of paying the National 

Church the amount owed and will then hold the note, which still remains to be paid by Holy Cross Par-

ish. 

2. It was provided clergy aid in the sum of $ 600 per month for two years to Holy Trinity Parish, Web-

ster, MA., that they may have sufficient funds to provide salary and benefits for a new resident adminis-

trator beginning July 1. The General Church will; also be approached for an equivalent grant of clergy 

aid. 

3. It was decided to increase the monthly stipend of administrative seniors of the diocese from $50 to 

$100 monthly, effective immediately. 

4. It was decided to increase the salary of the bishop ordinary an additional $500 per month. 

5. The Diocesan Council also approved new diocesan seal. An official seal was selected for use on all di-

ocesan documents. After seven months work the special committee, appointed at the diocesan synod, 

presented a report offering 8 designs for the seal from which this image was chosen. It features the Alpha 

and Omega ("first and last, beginning and end) image of the eternal God over the symbol of the Polish 

National Catholic Church. The placement signifies the headship of Jesus Christ over His Church. Around 

the border is found the name of the jurisdiction at the top and the name of and origin date of the diocese 

(see the front page of the Newsletter). Special thanks goes out to Father Michal Gitner and His commit-

tee for accomplishing this task and to the members of the Diocesan Council for their thoughtful decision. 
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Holy Trinity Cathedral 
166 Pearl St., Manchester, NH 

Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, Pastor 
(603)622-4524 

St. Joseph’s Parish 
73 Maon St., Westfield, MA 

Very Rev. Joseph Soltysiak, Pastor 
(413)562-4403 

Blessed Trinity Parish 
37 Winthrop St., Fall River, MA 

Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich, Jr, Pastor 
(508)672-4854 

St. Valentine’s Parish 
127 King St., Northampton, MA 

Rev. Adam Czarnecki, Administrator 
(413)584-0133 

St. Casimir’s Parish 
268 Lakeview Avenue, Lowell, MA 

Rev. Andrzej Tenus, Pastor 
(978)453-0742 

Church of the Transfiguration 
8 Concord St., New Britain, CT 
Rev. Paul Dudek, Administrator 

(860)229-2693 

Holy Cross Parish 
320 High St, Central Falls, RI 

Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich, Jr, Administrator 
(401)722-5130 

Divine Providence Parish 
11 Silver St., Norwich, CT 

Rev. Christopher Rogalski, Pastor 
(860)887-2812 

Our Saviour’s Parish 
500 Smithfield Rd., Woonsocket, RI 

Rev. Henryk Wos, Pastor 
(401)762-3072 

Holy Savior Parish 
118 Prospect St., Union City, CT 

Rev. Paul Dudek, pastor 
(203)729-4035 

Holy Cross Parish 
723 Enfield St., Enfield, CT 

Rev. Henry Smolinski, Administrator 
(860)745-5066 

Holy Trinity Parish 
200 Summer St., Plantsville, CT 

Very Rev. Joseph Krusienski, Pastor 
(860)628-0736 

Holy Cross Parish 
61 Maple St., Ware, MA 

Very Rev. Fryderyk Banas, Pastor 
(413)967-5233 

St. Casimir Parish 
240 Quinnipiac St., Wallingford, CT 

Very Rev. Joseph Krusienski, Administrator 
(203)294-8888 

Holy Mother of the Rosary Parish 
26 Bell St., Chicopee, MA 

Rev. Pawel Lukaszewicz, Pastor 
(413)592-2032 

St. John the Baptist Parish 
23 Golway St., Manchester, CT 

Rev. Henry Smolinski, Administrator 
(860)643-5906 

Holy Name of Jesus Parish 
15 Thaver St., South Deerfield, MA 

Rev. Randolph Calvo, Pastor 
(413)665-2129 

St. Joseph’s Parish 
1300 Stratford Rd., Stratford, CT 

Rev. Michal Gitner, Pastor 
(203)923-2424 

Holy Trinity Parish 
68 Lake St., Webster, MA 

Rev. Henryk Wos, Administrator 
(401)762-3072 

SS. Peter & Paul Parish 
730 State Pier Rd., New London, CT 

Rev. Zbigniew Kaszubski, Pastor 
(860)326-5025 

Parishes of the Eastern Diocese 

Diocesan Chaplains 

Diocesan Newsletter Editor 

Father Henryk Wos 

Scouting Commission 

Father Adam Czarnecki 

Ladies Adoration of the Most Blessed  

Sacrament Father Senior Joseph Soltysiak 

United Choirs 

Father Krzysztof Rogalski 

Polish National Union of America (Spojnia)  

District 3 - Father Senior Robert Nemkovich 

Youth 

Father Senior Robert Nemkovich 

School of Christian Living 

Father Senior Joseph Krusienski 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 
 

 If you are in the neighborhood we welcome you to join us for our upcoming 

events: 

St. Joseph of Stratford, CT 

June 29 - 3 July- Annual Quarternight fundraiser 

July 3 - 4t- July annual Tailgate Party 
 

St. John the Baptist Church in Manchester, CT 

On Saturday June 22 - with a Mass at 1pm Fr. Sr. Joseph Krusienski will be installing Fr. Henry Smolin-

ski as Pastor of St. John the Baptist Church in Manchester, CT. A catered dinner will follow afterwards.  

Every 4th Saturday of the month St. John the Baptist Church has an active Men's Group Breakfast . 

Breakfast is followed by a communal morning prayer period, and then by a male inspirational Guest 

Speaker.  
 

Holy Trinity in Plantsville, CT 

Wednesday, June 19 - Chicken Marsala Dinner in the Church Hall - 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, September 18 - Chicken Parm and Stuffed Shells-5:30-6:30p.m. 

Wednesday, October 19 - Ham Mac and Cheese 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, November 2 -7:30 a.m. All Souls Day Service 

Saturday November 2 - Holiday Bazaar-9:30 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. 
 

St. Valentine's Parish, Northampton, MA 

July 28, Sunday at 12:00 noon - Polish Dinner  

August 25, Sunday at 3:00 p.m. - Summer Concert 
 

Blessed Trinity Parish, Fall River, MA 

June 16 - Father’s Day 

June 17 - next Alpha Class 

August 11 - 1:00 PM, Summer Clam Boil 

August 15-Red Cross Blood Drive 
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All issues of THE MESSENGER are available on  
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     The quality and style of this newsletter depends 
upon your cooperation. It is also a great way to let 
others know about our church, parishes and people. 
We look forward to your contributions! 
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