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Dear parishioners and friends: 

  

We greet the new season of Advent the new Church 
year of 2012-13 (Year C, Cycle 1) with our new 

diocesan newsletter. I hope you enjoy this first issue. 

It is filled with information including a listing of our 

parishes with the individual pastors' names and 

phone numbers, our 2012 synodal resolutions, 
chancery announcements, upcoming activities within 

the diocese, important information regarding the 

church calendar and church obligations, meeting 

dates and times, etc. 

  

We are publishing this newsletter, particularly for 
those who have no access to the internet, but this 

and all future issues will also be posted to our diocesan website:     http://

easterndiocesepncc.org/  , or through a smart phone the APP "Eastern 

DiocesePNCC" so any parishioner with a computer and internet can enjoy the 

publication. 

  
 This concluding year of 2012 was an opportunity for us to get acquainted. I 

was able to visit 19 of our 20 parishes and hope to have all 20 done by the end of 

the year. We had a number of successful diocesan events, beginning with our 

winter youth retreat last December, and including the bishop's installation in 

March, the Chrism Mass in April, the A.N.S. convention in May, the acolyte retreat 
in June, the youth retreat in August, the diocesan synod in September, and 

the clergy retreat in November. On a national level our members of our diocese 

participated in the mission and evangelism workshop in April, the special synod in 

June, the national youth convocation in July, and the consecration of bishops in 

September. A very active year indeed. 

  
 And much is already planned for 2013.But the greatest responsibility we 

have as a diocese is to fulfill the resolutions we obligated ourselves to at our 

diocesan synod. There is so much required of every member of the Eastern Diocese 

to accomplish the work of the Church in building up the Body of Christ and 

Proclaiming His Gospel of love and redemption to all people. Let us take the charge 
seriously and see what God can accomplish through us, if we sincerely serve Him 

through our Eastern Diocese of the Polish National Catholic Church. We are 

reminded..."to whom much has been given, much is expected." 

  

 In this new year let us joyfully work together as we serve God and build up 

our Diocesan family. 
  

God bless you all. 

  

+ Paul 

Bishop Ordinary 
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The Coming of Advent 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 

The Advent time in which we now live is a special time that cannot 

pass through our fingers unnoticed. Advent means that time that 

does not last forever. Advent is a kairos, a moment, that we have 
been waiting for, and now we cannot miss it! Advent is like Jesus, 

who never stops, but is  constantly on the road. That is why we 

need to have the sensitivity of the blind Bartimaeus, to recognize 

that the Healer from Galilee is close, and let us be touched and 

healed by Him. 

 Advent also means that we need to rethink the past year. We need to rethink how we used our 
time, which was given to us from heaven. Advent reminds us that it is very easy to overlook an important 

moment like meeting with a man who passes only once through our life, like not saying a word which sup-

posed to be said, like stretching out the hand at the right time. 

The Advent is the beginning of the liturgical year and Christmas  

shopping madness. At this time, I would like to give you some special  

wishes: 

I wish you the resistance to advertising and its pressures.        

Advertising does not take into account what you need, but it has a 

goal to sell you a product, which not necessarily make you happier. 

I wish that you do not lose a sense of wisdom in this crazy    

shopping season and do not buy just for the sake of buying.  

I wish you to write down on a piece of paper everything you need, 

and to realize it consequently. 

May you reliably count your time spent on shopping, cleaning and 

decoration of houses, cooking, etc., and sacrifice as much time to  

prepare your hearts, making them pure and holy, so that Jesus can 

be born in them with dignity. 

May you open your eyes, ears, and hearts to the voices of the needy and derive joy from giving. 

May you remember about your dear Loved Ones, to offer for them a prayer or a Holy Mass. 

Your prayers are very important to them. 

I wish you would spend the time before Christmas as a family, especially with your spouses, 

but of course not in the supermarket. Keep Sundays just for yourselves. Donate to yourself a 

gift of time lived together. Hurry to love people ...  

During Advent time, we encounter the person of John the Baptist. He was a poor and happy man, even if 

he did not posses anything. He teaches us that happiness does not depend on what we have.  

I do not urge you to change your lifestyle but to honestly answer the question: "What do I truly need to be 

happy in life?" 

When we have each other, and we love each other, we have everything.  That is the most important.  The 

rest is just  added. 

 

May God bless you and Your families at this Advent time! 

 

Rev. Henryk Wos 
Our Saviour’s Parish, Woonsocket, RI 

http://friendsinxp.files.wordpress.com/2009/11/advent-xmas.gif
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Investiture of 

Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich, Jr. 
Sunday, November 4, 2012 saw the investiture 

of the Very Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich Jr. as a 

Senior Priest in the Polish National Catholic 

Church.  More than 150 faithful gathered with 

16 Clergy present at Blessed Trinity Parish in 

Fall River, Massachusetts for this joyous occa-
sion.  Fr. Sr. Rob was appointed the             

Administrative Senior of the Northeast Sen-

iorate in the Eastern Diocese of the Polish    

National Catholic Church during the Eastern 

Diocesan Synod (September 28, 2012) by    

Bishop Paul Sobiechowski. 
During the procession into Church Prime   

Bishop Mikovsky, Bishop Sobiechowski and 

Prime Bishop Emeritus Nemkovich were greeted 

with bread and salt by Jack DeTemple,      

Catherine Fortier-Barnes and Thomas Cory.  
When everyone was in their place, Thomas Cory of Blessed Trinity Parish read the letter of appointment 

of Fr. Sr. Rob by the Bishop of the Eastern Diocese the Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski.  Bishop Paul then 

Invested Fr. Sr. Rob as a Senior Priest, Eric and Cliff Nemkovich held the Seniors Cassock, Sash and 

Cross during this sacred rite of the Church. 

 

Following the Prayers of the Church by both Bishop Paul and Fr. Sr. Rob the exceptional diocesan choir 
under the direction of Karen Sobiechowski sang the Song of Commitment.   

 

Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky celebrated the Holy Sacrifice of Mass.  The Mass selected for this occa-

sion was a Mass of Thanksgiving in honor of the Holy Priesthood.  Prime Bishop Anthony was assisted 

by Fr. Sr. Rob and Fr. Jan Wilczek.  
The lectors for the Mass were Wayne 

Barnes and Robert Bradbury of 

Blessed Trinity Parish. Prime   Bish-

op Emeritus Nemkovich gave the ser-

mon and reflected on Fr. Sr. Rob’s 

calling to the holy priesthood from a 
very young age and spoke of his   

dedicated service to his parishes,  

diocese, national Church, the Polish 

National Union and beyond into   

Europe.  Prime Bishop Emeritus  

Robert reminded all of the            
importance of service to our Holy 

Church. 

The Intercessions were offered by 

Shirley Mietlicki-Floyd and during 

the offertory Laurie Dionisio sang 
with her angelic voice “Praise God”.  

The Clergy gathered received holy 

Communion with Prime Bishop Mikovsky.  All three bishops present gave the congregation their      

Episcopal Blessing. 

 

Following Mass Lt. Paul Bernier of the Fall River Police Department addressed Fr. Sr. Rob and those 
present on behalf of the FRPD.  Lt. Bernier thanked Fr. Sr. Rob for his service to the community and 

especially working with the FRPD in community endeavors such as the monthly neighborhood watch 

meetings, gun buy-backs, prescription return programs and frequent Blood Drives.  He congratulated 

Fr. Sr. Rob on behalf of the department and presented him with a Commendation of Appreciation.   
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Thanks are given to the clergy present: Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky, Bishop Paul Sobiechowski, Prime 

Bishop Emeritus Robert Nemkovich, Fr. Sr. Banas, Fr. Sr. Krusienski, Fr. Sr. Soltysiak, Fr. Wilczek, Fr.  

Calvo, Fr. Czarnecki, Fr. Gitner, Fr. 

Kaszubski, Fr. Rogalski, Fr. Smolinski, 
Fr. Wos and Deacon Chet Stafford.  A 

special thank you to Fr. Michal Gitner 

and Fr. Henryk Wos for serving as the 

Masters of        Ceremony for the Liturgy.  

Eric and Cliff Nemkovich were the altar 
servers for the Mass.  Thanks are also 

given to those who gathered from across 

the diocese for our diocesan united choir 

that was    outstanding in their praise 

and glory to God through their voices. 

 
A banquet was held in the Blessed   

Trinity Parish hall that was filled to ca-

pacity.  The chairman of Blessed Trinity 

Parish welcomed all present and introduced the MC for the banquet, Joanne Oliveira.   

 
Joanne first called upon the Mayor of Fall River Will Flanagan who congratulated Fr. Sr. Rob and thanked 

him for his years of service to the Fall River community.  Massachusetts State representative Kevin Aguiar 

did the same – pointing out Fr. Sr. Rob’s years of mentoring many youth of Fall River through Maplewood 

baseball.  Citations were given by both officials. Fr. Jan Wilczek offered the Invocation and this was followed 

by a toast given by Cliff Nemkovich.  Cliff thanked his father for his love and example over the years. 

  
After an excellent dinner of baked scrod and sirloin tips the program continued.  Flowers were presented to 

our bishops by some of our parish youth – Dylan, Gaby and Zach.  Letters of congratulations were read from 

Bishop Roald Flemestad of the Nordic Catholic Church, Massachusetts Governor Deval    Patrick and United 

States Senator Scott Brown.  Next Fall River City Councilor Mike Miozza congratulated Fr. Sr. Rob and 

again thanked him for his years of service to the Fall River Community.   Robert Bradbury from the    

Maplewood Baseball League congratulated and thanked Fr. Sr. Rob for his years of coaching and teaching 
our Fall River youth.  He presented Fr. Sr. Rob with two 2012 World Series champion plaques for the two 

teams Fr. Sr. Rob coached this year that both won championships. 

  

Irene Jugan, CEO of the Polish National Union, expressed congratulations and appreciation as well to Fr. 

Sr. Rob.  CEO Jugan thanked him for his many years of active service to the PNU in many capacities,    
highlighting his chairing of the last PNU General Convention and his efforts with the 2011 PNU               

constitutional changes.   

 

Reflections on Fr. Sr. Rob were given by his oldest son Eric who thanked his father for his faith,  example, 

love and caring through the years (not too many had dry eyes when Eric had finished).   

 
Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky delivered the keynote, congratulating Fr. Sr. Rob, speaking of some of their 

seminary days together and thanking him for his faithful service to the entire Polish National Catholic 

Church and beyond in his position as Ecumenical Officer.  Prime Bishop reminded all of the importance of 

faithful service to Christ and His Holy Church. 

 

Joanne Oliveira introduced Fr. Sr. Rob for his remarks.  She listed his years of service to the parish,      
community diocese, national church and overseas and highlighted some of his major accomplishments in 

the parish over that time specifically the merger of the Fall River parishes and leading the parish prior to 

and during the construction of our new Church facility.  Fr. Sr. Rob thanked all for joining with him on this 

special day and reminded everyone of the Gospel message for that Sunday – the two commandments of 

Love.  He asked all to continue to give thanks to God by living our lives in love and service to God, His 
Church and our neighbor. 

 

Bishop Paul Sobiechowski offered the Benediction and gave God’s blessing upon all gathered.   
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A Word From the Chaplain of the  

United Choirs of the Eastern Diocese 
  

Music has always played an important role in worship.  A thousand years 

before Jesus was born, we saw King David singing, playing, and dancing in 

the streets to celebrate the glory of God.  He wrote a hundred and fifty 

beautiful songs –  the Psalms.  They still play a key part in the  Liturgy of 
Hours, and have been lifted from the pages of Scripture by song throughout 

generations. 

 The National United Choirs of our Polish National Catholic Church 

was officially organized in 1932, in order to bring together all PNCC choirs 

for concerts and special religious celebrations.  Through the years, NUC 

has printed various hymnals in English, Polish, and Spanish.   

 

 In the recent years, our Eastern     

Diocese United Choirs appeared to be a    

sleeping giant of the music ministry.  But on 

Holy Tuesday last year, the United Choirs 

woke up and performed at its first gathering in 
a long time.  Then the choirs performed again 

in Fall River to celebrate the Elevation of Very 

Rev. Robert Nemkovich Jr. 

 The first workshop of the United 

Choirs of the Eastern Diocese is scheduled for 
Saturday, January 26th, 2013 at Divine    

Providence Church in Norwich, CT.   

 

 

 If you have any questions about the         

upcoming workshop, please contact Karen 
Sobiechowski (ksobiechowski@yahoo.com) and Fr. 

Rogalski of the Divine Providence Parish 

(divprov54@gmail.com). Please also contact our    

D io ce san  B ish op ,  Pau l  S ob ie ch owsk i 

(revpauls@yahoo.com), as well as the last President 

of the United Choirs, Dorothy Stahelski, and the last 
Vice President, Wanda Mercier, to provide            

information regarding the types of organizations 

which exist in each parish and the number of    

members involved.  This will be the first workshop in 

many years, but it will hopefully mark a new        

beginning for the United Choirs of Eastern Diocese. 

 

       Rev. Christopher Rogalski 
       Chaplain, NUC Eastern Diocese 

mailto:ksobiechowski@yahoo.com
mailto:divprov54@gmail.com
mailto:revpaulus@yahoo.com
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From the Diocesan Chancery 
  

The Rev. Paul Lukaszewicz is appointed pastor of the Holy 

Mother of the Rosary Parish, Chicopee, MA., effective Novem-

ber 3, 2012 and was installed on that date. 

 
 

The Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich, Jr. was appointed ad-

ministrative senior of the Northeast Seniorate effective Septem-

ber 28, 2012, and was elevated to the office of Senior Priest on 

November 4, 2012 prior to a       Eucharist liturgy of celebra-

tion at the Blessed Trinity Parish, Fall River, MA. 
  

 

 

Father Robert Fredrickson (Anglican ordination), a member of St. John the Baptist Parish, Manches-

ter, CT. will be leaving November 25 for Scranton, PA. to spend 3 weeks of orientation at Savonarola          
Theological Seminary. He is being considered for incardination into the Eastern Diocese Polish Nation-

al Catholic Church and his studies will be continued under the training of priests of our diocese. A          

conditional ordination is being considered for late Spring 2013. 

  

Bishop Thomas Gnat, Ordinary Emeritus of the Eastern Diocese continues his convalescence after       

successful heart surgery in his home in Dunmore, PA. We offer prayers for his continued improvement 
and good health.    

Scouting in our Church 
At the Eastern Diocese Synod, which was held in September, delegates noticed the necessity of involve-

ment of children and youth in the life of the Church. The Synodal Resolution speaks: ”We, therefore,        

resolve to work toward an increased youth involvement in the work and ministry of the Church.” At this 

Synod the Commission on Scouting was called into being to meet the desire of Bishop Paul Sobiechowski 

and to     execute the will of the Synod. The first founding meeting of this new commission took place on 
Wednesday, November 14th, at 5:00 p.m. at the Rectory of St. Valentine's PNC Church in Northampton, 

MA. Those     present were Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, Rev. Adam Czarnecki, Mrs. Rose Gebo, Mr. Jim 

Gebo and Mr.   Michael Kuchar. Elections for the Commission were held. Fr. Adam was nominated as 

Chaplain, Mr. Jim Gebo was elected as Chairperson and Mrs. 

Rose Gebo as    Secretary. Bp. Paul Sobiechowski and Mr. Mi-

chael Kuchar are also members of the Commission.  
 

The goal of the Commission is to involve scouts in the life of 

the Church through meetings and camps, to open our  

Churches to scouts who are not PNCC parishioners, and to 

work together and to recruit new scouts. 
 

In the near future, the Commission will make recognition of 

the number of scouts we have in our Diocese. Next year we are 

planning a Fall Camporee for all Scouts (Cub Scouts, Boy 

Scouts, Girl Scouts).  

If you would like to participate in this great undertaking in our 
Diocese please contact: 

 

Mr. Jim & Mrs. Rose Gebo: 413-363-9129; beaverusmc@gmail.com 

Fr. Adam Czarnecki: 413-584-0133; fradam1967@yahoo.com 

Mr. Michael Kuchar: 401-473-4121; mlku@aol.com 

 
Rev. Adam Czarnecki 
Chaplain, Eastern Diocese Scouting Commission 

mailto:beaverusmc@gmail.com
mailto:fradam1967@yahoo.com
mailto:mlku@aol.com
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Resolution of the  

14th Eastern Diocese 
Synod 

Polish National  

Catholic Church 
 

 Whereas we gather on these the 28th and 29th days of September, 2012, in Amherst,                 
Massachusetts, at the 14th quadrennial Eastern Diocesan Synod of the Polish National Catholic 

Church at the University of Massachusetts of this city, 

 

 Whereas at Holy Mass we have invoked the Holy Spirit to guide us in our democratic    

deliberations as Church so that we may speak and act as the servants of God on earth to the best 

of our humble       abilities, 
 

 Whereas our organizer of blessed memory,  First Prime Bishop Francis Hodur, whose   

anniversary of Consecration is today, September 29th, wrote in 1914 that the church synod is “a 

gathering of clergy and lay delegates for the discussion and determination of important matters of 

the church for the good of the people constituting the Polish National Catholic Church in      

America,” 
 

 Whereas “…where Christ is, there is His Church…”, we stress the importance of the    

Sacrament of the Word of God Heard and Preached and all of the other sacraments for our      

spiritual edification, 

 
 We, therefore, resolve to reaffirm the Confession of Faith and the Eleven Great Principles 

of our church. 

 

 We, therefore, resolve to work toward an increased youth involvement in the work and 

ministry of the church. 

 
 We, therefore, resolve to work toward an increased emphasis upon adult education among 

our members. 

 

 And we, therefore, resolve to place an increased emphasis upon the outreach programs of 

our diocese and parishes. 
 

 In Christ’s Name.  Amen.  
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2012 Eastern Diocese Winter 
Youth Gathering 

When:  Friday – December 28, 2012 

Where:  Holy Trinity Parish in 
Webster, MA 

 

Schedule    

10:30 A.M. – Holy Mass 

11:30 A.M. – Interactive 
Presentation on St. Nicholas 

12:30 – Pizza and Soda 

1:30 PM – 3:00 P.M.  Bowling 

 

To register please contact either: 

Fr. Rob Nemkovich   508-672-4854       

robnem21@aol.com or 

Fr. Randy Calvo  413-665-2120     
frrandy@holynamedeerfield.org 

 

Come see your friends in Christ 
over the Christmas Vacation 

mailto:robnem21@aol.com
mailto:frrandy@holynamedeerfield.org
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The late summer and fall for many of us means that it is time to get working on our bazaars.  Just when it 

ends, you are already making notes for the next year what could change and be better.  It is a never ending 

circle of learning.  Honestly, the last thing I want to think about while I am relaxing at my campground is 

how many pierogi we need to make this year.  In August I sit down with Father Henryk and Ed, our kitchen 

chairman, to plan workshops and begin our work for the one day event in November.  It is no secret to that 
lots of planning hours are involved.  My husband is used to it.  He knows that I turn into a crazy lady 

around bazaar time.   

Most of our parishes have Bazaars, Polish Food Fests, Christmas 

Fairs, and all sorts of events this time of the year.  My mom and I 

love going to as many as we can to get new ideas, see how they  
decorate, and do a little shopping.  We only wish that there were 

enough time to do the PNCC Eastern Diocese circuit and support or 

sister churches and the friends we have made over the years.  We 

are so busy preparing, and someone has stay in Woonsocket to 

make the pierogi right? 

The best church bazaars however, are not the ones that are most 
sparkly decorated or have the most stuff to sell.  Rather they are the 

ones where you walk through the doors and feel the warmth,      

camaraderie, and sense of pride amongst its volunteers.  Amongst 

the Christmas music playing and smell of cabbage in the air, you 

walk in the door and someone says ‘Hello and welcome!  Hope you 
enjoy yourself today!’  ‘Thank you for coming!’  Those are the    

memorable ones.  How can you get a more inviting feeling that that?   

At my parish for example, we have started a Pierogi Hotline.  We 

encourage folks to contact us, ask questions, and invite them to 

order some for the holidays.  The other day I received an e-mail 

from a woman who purchased some at our bazaar, asking for my 
recommendations on preparation methods.  It is a wonderful feeling pretending to be Woonsocket’s version 

of Heloise’s Pieorgi hints! 

It is nothing short of amazing to see the number of people from surrounding communities who come to the 

parish for this event year after year.  When they come in, you recognize faces and sometimes even names!  

Wouldn’t it be great to get them to come and join us in wor-

ship? 

The themes discussed at our recent Synod in Amherst should 

help lead us to those answers.  Through hard work and prayer, 

we will promote our parishes, we will encourage new faces to 

join us, we will instill in our children responsibility in our par-

ishes, and we will reach out in our communities.  If it were 

only as simple as ‘sell pierogi and they will come.’ 

Hope all of your parishes had wonderful bazaars.  Ours did, 

and I am already preparing for next year! 

Many wishes for a joyous Advent Season. 

Sally Watson 
Our Saviour’s Parish, Woonsocket,RI 

Sell Pierogi and They Will Come? 
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Franciszek Karpiński (1741-1825), nazywany poetą 

serca urodził się w Hołoskowie na Pokuciu jako syn 

ubogiego szlachcica. Staranną edukację zwieńczył 

dyplomem doktora filozofii i nauk wyzwolonych, 

otrzymanym w akademii lwowskiej. Po studiach 
wyjechał na półtora roku do Wiednia, by doskonalić 

znajomość języków obcych i słuchać wykładów 

znakomitych przyrodników.   

Wróciwszy do kraju pędził skromny żywot ziemianina-

dzierżawcy, a jako poeta zyskał uznanie środowiska 
prowincjonalnego. Obok wierszy okolicznościowych, 

religijnych i patriotycznych pisze tchnące czułym 

wzruszeniem liryki miłosne.  

W 1780 roku wydał swój pierwszy tomik Zabawek 
wierszem. Zadedykował go księciu Adamowi 

Kazimierzowi Czartoryskiemu, zyskując zaproszenie do 
książęcej siedziby w Warszawie. Pobyt w stolicy 

przyniósł mu popularność, zbliżył do poetów kręgu 

Czartoryskiego, a także do środowisk wielkopańskich i 

króla. Został mianowany sekretarzem księcia 

Czartoryskiego. Wydał trzy kolejne tomy wierszy. 

Zyskał dużą popularność, ale rozczarowany życiem w 
stolicy, a zwłaszcza zniechęcony konfliktami i obłudą 

panującymi w tamtejszych sferach towarzyskich, 

powrócił na Ruś Czerwoną, która w tym czasie 

znajdowała się już pod zaborem austriackim.  

W latach 1785-1818 był zatrudniony jako wychowawca 

na dworze Branickich w Białymstoku. Tu napisał swoje 
najsłynniejsze utwory, m.in. Pieśni nabożne (Kiedy 
ranne wstają zorze, Bóg się rodzi i inne). Zabrzmiały 

one po raz pierwszy w Starym Kościele Farnym w 

Białymstoku. Zostało to upamiętnione tablicą 

pamiątkową umieszczoną na ścianie Kościoła: „W tym 

Kościele po raz pierwszy zabrzmiały Pieśni Nabożne 
Franciszka Karpińskiego …” 

Pieśni Nabożne zostały wydane drukiem w 1792 r. 

przez drukarnię klasztoru oo. Bazylianów w Supraślu. 

W 1800 roku Karpiński został członkiem nowo 

utworzonego Towarzystwa Przyjaciół Nauk. 

Karpiński - twórca nurtu sentymentalnego w liryce 
polskiej, pozostawał pod wpływem J.J. Rousseau. 

Przejął russowską postawę nadmiernej czułości, 

prymatu natury i prawdy, odczuwania samotności i 

wolności. Wprowadził do poezji polskiej nową, 

sentymentalną normę intymności, uczynił czułość nie 
tylko postawą ale i kategorią teoretycznoliteracką. W 

jego pismach odnajdujemy odwołania do Younga, 

Thomsona, Gessnera, Woltera. 

Karpiński torował drogę postawom romantycznym. 

Adam Mickiewicz w swych paryskich wykładach o 

literaturze słowiańskiej porównał Karpińskiego z 
Goethem. 

Zmarł 16 września 1825 roku w Chorowszczyźnie koło 

Wołkowyska.  

Franciszek Karpiński (1741-1825), called the poet of 

the heart, was born in Hołoskowo in Pokucie as the 

son of a poor nobleman. He crown his thorough 

education with a PhD degree in Philosophy and 

Liberal Arts at the Academy of Lwów. After 
graduation he went to Vienna for a year and a half in 

order to practice foreign languages and to listen to 

lectures by superb biologists.  

After returning to his home country he led a modest 

life of a tenant landlord, and he gained the 
appreciation of provincial circles as a poet. Apart 

from occasional, religious and patriotic poems, he 

wrote love poems which emanated tender emotions.  

In 1780 the poet published his first volume Zabawki 
wierszem. It was dedicated to Prince Adam Kazimierz 

Czartoryski, which won him an invitation to the 
prince’s residence in Warsaw. His stay in the capital 

brought him fame. It also brought him closer to the 

poets of Czartoryski’s circle as well as to the milieu of 

the high nobility and the king. He became secretary 

Prince Czartoryski. He wrote three books of poetry, 

which saw great popularity, but after a few years he 
became disillusioned by the hypocrisy prevalent in 

the capital, and retired back to the Ukrainian 

countryside, by then under the Austrian partition.  

Between 1785 and 1818 he worked as a tutor to the 

Branicki family in Białystok. There he wrote some of 

his most famous works, including Songs of Piety 
(When the Morning Lights Arise, God is Born and 

other). Their first presentation took place in the Old 

Church in Bialystok. This is commemorated by a 

tablet, located on the wall of the church: “In this 

church, for the first time ever, Songs of Piety by 

Franciszek Karpiński were performed ...” 
Songs of Piety were printed by the Basilian monks 

printing shop in Supraśl in 1792. 

In 1800 Karpinski became a member of the newly 

formed Society of Friends of Science.  

Karpiński - the creator of the sentimental current in 

Polish lyricism - remained under Rousseau’s 
influence. He assumed his attitude of excessive 

tenderness, the primary role of nature and truth, and 

the feeling of loneliness and freedom. He introduced 

into Polish poetry a new, sentimental norm of 

intimacy. He transformed tenderness not only into an 
attitude but also into a category of literary theory. 

References to Young, Thomson, Gessner and Voltaire 

may be found in his writings. 

Karpiński paved the way for Romantic attitudes. 

Adam Mickiewicz, in his Parisian lectures on Slavic 

literature, compared Karpiński to Goethe. 
He died on September 16, 1825 in Chorowszczyzna 

near Vawkavysk. 

Polish Poetry Franciszek Karpiński 

i jego Pieśń  
 

Rev. Adam Czarnecki, St. Valentine  Parish, 

Northampton, MA 
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Song of the Birth of our Lord 

Lyrics by Franciszek Karpinski, popularly known as the 

carol God Is Being Born, sometimes called the Queen of 

Carols. Its stately melody (the composer has not been 

established) is traditionally known to be a coronation 
polonaise for Polish Kings dating back as far as during 

the reign of Stefan Batory in the 16th century.  

The carol is regarded by some as the National 

Christmas hymn of Poland, and, for a short time, it was 

also considered a national anthem, for instance by poet 
Jan Lechoń.  

The original title of the carol is Song of the birth of our 
Lord. 

The carol consists of five verses, each verse with eight 

lines, and each line with eight syllables. Series of 

oxymorons (a figures of speech that combines 

contradictory terms) in the text, e.g. “fire congeals” are 
used to emphasize the importance of the miracle which 

took place in the shed. Lyrics of the carol are supported 

by quotation from the Gospel of John (in this poetic 

translation, “The Word of God in flesh behold, now born 

to share our life mundane.”)  
The fifth verse with the words “Raise now Thy hand, oh 

Child divine, and bless our homeland from the Height” 

in the beginning is giving a patriotic character to the 

carol. 

Pieśń o Narodzeniu Pańskim 

Jest to utwór Franciszka Karpińskiego, popularnie 

znany jako kolęda Bóg się rodzi, nazywana czasem 

ich królową. Jej dostojna melodia (autor nie jest 

ustalony) według tradycyjnej opinii była polonezem 
koronacyjnym królów polskich jeszcze z czasów 

Stefana Batorego (XVI w.)  

Kolęda ta przez niektórych jest traktowana jako 

Polski Narodowy Hymn Bożonarodzeniowy, a przez 

krótki czas była uważana za hymn narodowy, na 
przykład przez poetę Jana Lechonia.  

Oryginalnym tytułem kolędy jest tytuł Pieśń o 
Narodzeniu Pańskim. 

Kolęda składa się z pięciu zwrotek, każda po osiem 

ośmiozgłoskowych wersów. Łańcuch oksymoronów 

(zestawienie wyrazów o przeciwstawnych 

znaczeniach) w tekście, np: "ogień krzepnie" 
uwydatnia znaczenie cudu, jaki miał miejsce w 

szopie. Słowa kolędy podkreśla cytat z Ewangelii 

według św. Jana "A Słowo ciałem się stało i 

mieszkało między nami".  

Piąta strofa rozpoczynająca się słowami "Podnieś 
rękę, Boże Dziecię, błogosław Ojczyznę miłą" nadaje 

pieśni charakteru patriotycznego.  

Bóg się rodzi, moc truchleje,  

Pan niebiosów obnażony!  

Ogień krzepnie, blask ciemnieje,  

Ma granice Nieskończony!  

Wzgardzony, okryty chwałą,  
Śmiertelny Król nad wiekami!  

 A Słowo ciałem się stało  

 I mieszkało między nami.  

Cóż masz, niebo, nad ziemiany?  

Bóg porzucił szczęście swoje,  
Wszedł między lud ukochany,  

Dzieląc z nim trudy i znoje.  

Niemało cierpiał, niemało,  

Żeśmy byli winni sami.  

 A Słowo ciałem się stało…  

W nędznej szopie urodzony,  
Żłób Mu za kolebkę dano!  

Cóż jest, czym był otoczony?  

Bydło, pasterze i siano.  

Ubodzy, was to spotkało,  

Witać Go przed bogaczami!  
 A Słowo ciałem się stało…  

Potem i króle widziani  

Cisną się między prostotą,  

Niosąc dary Panu w dani:  

Mirrę, kadzidło i złoto.  

Bóstwo to razem zmieszało  
Z wieśniaczymi ofiarami.  

 A Słowo ciałem się stało…  

Podnieś rękę, Boże Dziecię,  

Błogosław Ojczyznę miłą,  

W dobrych radach, w dobrym bycie  

Wspieraj jej siłę swą siłą  
Dom nasz i majętność całą  

I wszystkie wioski z miastami.  

 A Słowo ciałem się stało… 

When God is born, no power prevails,  

Our Lord in nakedness enwound. 

All fire congeals, all luster pales,  

Contained is He that knows no bound. 

Despised, in glory comes untold, 
A mortal king for aye to reign. 

 The Word of God in flesh behold, 

 Now born to share our life mundane. 

What have ye Heavens o’er the earth,  

That God forsook His sweet delight, 
And wished to take a human birth,  

To share our every toil and plight? 

And He did suffer unconsoled, 

And we were guilty of His pain. 

 The Word of God in flesh behold... 

A meager shed for Him they found, 
And in a manger there He lay. 

What was He, and what was there ’round?  

Poor shepherds, cattle, sheep and hay. 

The poor had hailed Him, we are told, 

Before the rich would entertain.  
 The Word of God in flesh behold... 

’Twas then, they say, appeared the kings,  

And jostled through the gathering dense. 

For Him they brought their offerings: 

The myrrh, and gold, and frankincense.  

The frankincense, and myrrh, and gold 
With rustic gifts He did retain. 

 The Word of God in flesh behold... 

Raise now Thy hand, oh Child divine, 

And bless our homeland from the Height. 

By good advice and times benign, 

Support her strength with Thine own might: 
The hamlets, cities and the wold, 

Our houses, and our every gain. 

 The Word of God in flesh behold... 
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Holy Trinity Cathedral 
Manchester, NH 

Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, Pastor 
(603)622-4524 

St. Joseph’s Parish 
Westfield, MA 

Very Rev. Joseph Soltysiak, Pastor 
(413)562-4403 

Blessed Trinity Parish 
Fall River, MA 

Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich, Jr, Pastor 
(508)672-4854 

St. Valentine’s Parish 
Northampton, MA 

Rev. Adam Czarnecki, Administrator 
(413)584-0133 

St. Casimir’s Parish 
Lowell, MA 

Rev. Andrzej Tenus, Pastor 
(978)453-0742 

Church of the Transfiguration 
New Britain, CT 

Rev. Paul Dudek, Administrator 
(860)229-2693 

Holy Cross Parish 
Central Falls, RI 

Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich, Jr, Administrator 
(401)722-5130 

Divine Providence Parish 
Norwich, CT 

Rev. Christopher Rogalski, Pastor 
(860)887-2812 

Our Saviour’s Parish 
Woonsocket, RI 

Rev. Henryk Wos, Pastor 
(401)762-3072 

Holy Cross Parish 
Union City, CT 

Rev. Paul Dudek, pastor 
(203)729-4035 

Holy Cross Parish 
Enfield, CT 

Rev. Henry Smolinski, Administrator 
(860)745-5066 

Holy Trinity Parish 
Plantsville, CT 

Very Rev. Joseph Krusienski, Pastor 
(860)628-0736 

Holy Cross Parish 
Ware, MA 

Very Rev. Fryderyk Banas, Pastor 
(413)967-5233 

St. Casimir Parish 
Wallingford, CT 

Very Rev. Joseph Krusienski, Administrator 
(203)294-8888 

Holy Mother of the Rosary Parish 
Chicopee, MA 

Rev. Pawel Lukaszewicz, Pastor 
(413)592-2032 

St. John the Baptist Parish 
Manchester, CT 

Rev. Henry Smolinski, Administrator 
(860)643-5906 

Holy Name of Jesus Parish 
South Deerfield, MA 

Rev. Randolph Calvo, Pastor 
(413)665-2129 

St. Joseph’s Parish 
Stratford, CT 

Rev. Michal Gitner, Pastor 
(203)923-2424 

Holy Trinity Parish 
Webster, MA 

Rev. Henryk Wos, Administrator 
(401)762-3072 

SS. Peter & Paul Parish 
New London, CT 

Rev. Zbigniew Kaszubski, Pastor 
(860)326-5025 

Parishes of the Eastern Diocese 

Diocesan Chaplains 
Diocesan Newsletter Co-Editors 

Father Andrzej Tenus and Father Henryk Wos 

Scouting Commission 

Father Adam Czarnecki 

Ladies Adoration of the Most Blessed  

Sacrament Father Senior Joseph Soltysiak 

United Choirs 

Father Krzysztof Rogalski 

Polish National Union of America (Spojnia)  

District 3 - Father Senior Robert Nemkovich 

Youth 

Father Senior Robert Nemkovich 

School of Christian Living 

Father Senior Joseph Krusienski 
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Diocesan Calendar 

Date and Time Parish Event 

December 1, 2012 St. Joseph’s, Stratford, CT Christmas Fair 

December 2, 2012  3:00pm St. Joseph’s, Westfield, MA Penitential Devotions for youth and adults 

December 2, 2012  8:30am Divine Providence, Norwich, CT Christmas Confession 

December 2, 2012  10:00am Divine Providence, Norwich, CT First Sunday Breakfast 

December 2, 2012 

 

St. Joseph’s, Stratford, CT Ladies Society Meeting and Food Pantry   

Collection 

December 5, 2012 

 

St. Joseph’s, Stratford, CT Bible Study Class 

December 6, 2012 

 

Holy Trinity Cathedral, Manchester, NH HTC Seniors Meeting and Social 

December 8, 2012  5:00pm St. Casimir’s, Lowell, MA Homecoming 

December 8, 2012  5:30pm Blessed Trinity, Fall River, MA Youth Group Spaghetti Supper 

December 8, 2012  6:45pm Blessed Trinity, Fall River, MA Advent Penitential Service 

December 8, 2012  9:00am St. Joseph’s, Westfield, MA Youth Group Cookie Making 

December 9, 2012  9:00am St. Joseph’s, Westfield, MA Youth Group Cookie Walk 

December 9, 2012  12:00pm St. Casimir’s, Lowell, MA Parish Elections 

December 9, 2012  4:00pm St. Joseph’s, Westfield, MA Annual Advent Candlelight service followed 

by fellowship hour 

December 9, 2012   St. Joseph’s, Stratford, CT YMS of R Meeting 

December 10-11, 2012 Blessed Trinity, Fall River, MA NSOCL Commission 

December 12, 2012 St. Joseph’s, Stratford, CT Bible Study Class 

December 12, 2012 St. Joseph’s, Stratford, CT Parish Sacrament of Penance 

December 12, 2012  11:30am St. Joseph’s, Westfield, MA Youth Group Meeting and Christmas Party 

December 16, 2012  6:00pm Holy Cross, Central Falls, RI Candlelight Service 

December 16, 2012 St. Joseph’s, Stratford, CT Bible Study Class 

December 19, 2012 St. Joseph’s, Stratford, CT The Lord’s Table, feeding the homeless 

December 20, 2012 Holy Trinity Cathedral, Manchester, NH Parish Committee Meeting 

December 23, 2012  9:30am Blessed Trinity, Fall River, MA Birthday Party for Jesus 

December 24, 2012  4:15pm St. Joseph’s, Westfield, MA Feeding the Hungry at Our Community 

Table 

December 28, 2012  10:30am Holy Trinity, Webster, MA Eastern Diocese Youth Gathering 

December 28, 2012 St. Casimir’s, Lowell, MA Giving Tree Donations sponsored by the 

ANS 

Do you have something to add to the calendar?   

E-mail Dorothy at dorothys208@comcast.net 
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Advent Wreath  

Coloring Page 
Share with the children,  

and teach them the meaning of the    
Advent Wreath! 

If you would like for us to include something in our next newsletter, please e-

mail to Fr. Henryk Wos at: woshenryk@gmail.com, or to Fr. Andrzej Tenus  
at: andrzej.tenus@gmail.com, no later than February 10, 2013.  Thank you. 


